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We then travelled out to Wellingtons Bay where 
the children enjoyed a fun afternoon swimming, 
playing sports on the beach, a scavenger hunt 
and ending the day with a beach clean-up.  
Our tamarki displayed manaakitanga and true 
ROCKS behaviour all day.  We also want to 
extend a huge thank you to the AWESOME 
whanau that joined us for the day.  We can’t do 
things like this without your help.  Together we 
achieve great things! 
Nga mihi nui  
Middle Team Teachers 

Leadership conference:  Last week twenty 
senior students attended a Leadership 
Conference Day organised by the Ngapuhi Social 
Services Social Workers in Schools. The day was 
facilitated by a group called ‘One Degree’ and the 
theme for the day was Superheroes – anyone 
can be a leader or superhero as long as you 
accept who you are and accept others for who 
they are. 
Congratulations to our group of students who won 
first prize for their group presentation. They were 
delighted to be awarded a large ‘Incredible Hulk’ 
drawing. 

 

ROCKS Reward Tabloid Afternoon: This 
will be held this Wednesday from 1pm.  Morning 
tea for this day will be from 10.30am - 11.00am 
and lunch will be from 12.00 - 12.50pm.  We will 
be doing rotations of 15 minutes for each activity. 

Board of Trustees Elections:  The Board of 
Trustee Elections will be held this year on 3

rd
 

June 2016.  Our Board is made up of 5 elected 
Parent Representatives, the Principal, a Staff 
Representative and Secretary.  Boards are 
elected for a term of 3 years. 
Nominations are now open for Parent 
Representatives and Staff Representative, and 
will close at noon on 20th May 2016. 
Coming home with this newsletter is a pamphlet 
with information on School Trustee Elections.  
Later in the week we will formally call for 
nominations and send out a nomination form to 
each family. T
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Our Mission is “To Foster Well-being and 
Learning for All” 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

It is hard to believe that we are in the final week 
of term already. As always, it has been a busy 
term at Totara Grove School with lots of events 
and activities. Thank you very much to the staff 
and parent helpers who give up their own time 
to make these activities possible. 
This will be the last time the newsletter comes 
home on a Monday. We are working on 
modernising our means of communication, and 
we hope to have a school facebook page up 
and running by the start of next term. 
Newsletters will be published fortnightly on 
Thursdays. The newsletters will continue to be 
published on the school website and e-mailed 
to those who request this.  
School will finish for the term at the usual time 
of 3.00pm on Friday 15 April. The first day of 
Term 2 is Monday 2 May. Wishing everyone a 
happy and safe holiday. 

Powhiri:  There will be a powhiri for new staff 
and students on the first day of Term Two - 2nd 
May at 10.00am. All friends and whanau are 
invited to attend. 

Caught Being Good: Winners of books for 

last week were: Tevita Peihopa, Jahlym Moke, 
Mikaylah Hamm, Miriam Head & Tyra Mahon. 

Merit Certificates: Winners for last week 
were: Georgia Philpott, Zantae Shortland, Kyra 
Henry, Alexis Carppe-Hadfield, Myra Nicol, 
Deasharn Hebden-Salase, Sharday Miru & 
Phoenix Atkins. 

Principal Award winners: were Cayden 
Wells, Anna Reuben & Cruz Beuker. 

Rockstar Award winners were:  Reign 
Nepe, LJ Wihongi, Erica Ward & Kacie Hume 

Congratulations to all these children. 

Miniball: The miniball players of the day for 
last week were:  Darcy Owens for Totara Tigers 
& Nevaeh Whittaker for Totara Tritons. 

Netball: The netball players of the day for last 
week were: 
Team Tui   - Kiana Owen 
Team Kakariki – Ataahua Poutai-Watts 
Team Kereru – Raydyn Mason 
Team Kakapo – Caliegh Hughes 
Team Pukeko – Chloe Matson 
Team Kiwi – Pirihira Boyce 

Middle Team Culture & Identity Trip: Last 
Friday the whole middle team enjoyed a lovely 
day out. We started with a trip up Parihaka to 
share with the children the history of our local 
Maunga.  We surprised locals as they were 
walking up with the sounds of beautiful waiata 
filling the air.  One lady said she thought she 
was hearing the angels in heaven calling to her! 



PB4L Snippet for this week:Dates to 

Remember: 

Wed 13 Apr Rocks Reward Day 
Fri 15 Apr  Term one ends 
Mon 2 May  Term two begins at 9.00am 
Mon 2 May  School Powhiri 10am 
Tue 10 May BOT meeting 6pm in staffroom 
Wed 11 May Reporting to parents - school 
    finishes at 1.00pm 
Thu 12 May Reporting to parents - school 
   finishes at 1.00pm 
 
Ka Kite anō 
 
Lana Wolfgram 
Principal 
 
Community Notices: 

FREE Holiday Programme:  Register NOW and 
book in a free week for your child/ren at the 
Northland Hip Hop Dance Holiday programme 
run from the Whangarei Intermediate School 
hall.  A week full of sports, arts and crafts, hip hop 
dance, and trips to Whangarei Aquatic 
Centre.  Everything is FREE. 
Week 1:  April               18 - 22 
Week 2:  April               26 - 29                    
For children aged between 8 and 14 years.   To 
register call 4596909 and leave your details, 
contact number plus the week you would like.  Or 
email info@hardcorednce.co.nz, they will confirm 
your registration.  Proudly supported by the 
Ministry of Social Development.                 

Three-Way Conferences and Reporting to 
parents:  Next term three-way conferences will be held 
during Week Two. Children will finish school at 1.00pm 
on Wednesday 11th and Thursday 12th May and 
conferences will be held during the afternoon and early 
evening. The purpose of the three-way conference is to 
provide an opportunity for student, parents and the 
teacher to sit together and talk about the student’s 
learning. This approach aligns with our school-wide 
emphasis on encouraging children to take more 
ownership of their learning. The focus on the Term Two 
conferences will be learning progress to date and 
setting goals for the rest of the term. 
Written school reports will be sent home near the 
end of Terms Two and Four. 
There will be another round of three-way conferences in 
the second week of Term Three to discuss the written 
report and to follow up on the goals from Term two. 
A notice will be sent home early in Term two outlining 
the process for booking conference appointment times. 

Ideas for School Holiday Activities that promote 
learning: 

Play with big cardboard boxes using words like 
“inside” and “outside”. 

Do water play using different shaped containers and 
measuring cups. Talk about comparisons. 

Fold and cut out paper dolls and other repeating 
shapes 

Go on a treasure hunt – make a map with clues and 
see who can find the treasure first 

Plan for a special event on a budget eg. Afternoon 
tea for a friend 

Find a comfortable, quiet place for daily reading – 
sometimes reading to the children, other times 
everyone sitting reading their own books. 

Make some puppets – old socks, cut-outs on sticks 
– act out stories you have read 

Have fun singing along to karaoke songs or playing 
card or board games together. 

Do code-crackers, word puzzles, crosswords, word 
finds – these are all fun to do together. 

Energise Nugget:  Here is the energise nugget for 

this week 

Inclusion 
Totara Grove Teachers will... 

 Ensure that learning contexts reflects the      
diversity of  experience of our tamariki. 

 Respect and use the knowledge whanau have 
of their children’s learning strengths, needs and 
interests. 

 Allow for students voices to be heard in ways 
that empower students and raise self-and 
group-esteem. 

 Aim to teach the whole child, acknowledging 
cultural competence as part of social and aca-
demic success. 

PB4L - Positive behaviour for 

Learning 

The Totara Grove way!  

mailto:info@hardcorednce.co.nz

